Rapid development of obstructive sleep apnea following hemidiaphragmatic and unilateral vocal cord paralysis as a complication of mediastinal surgery.
We describe a patient with obstructive sleep apnea (OSA) who is unusual in two respects: 1) rapid development of severe OSA over a period of two to four months, and 2) direct temporal association between development of OSA and mediastinal surgery complicated by unilateral paralysis of the phrenic nerve and the recurrent laryngeal nerve.